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SECRET ROME 6530 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (PRESIDENT FORD) IT 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO ROME, I: SCOPE AND 
OBJECTIVES 

REF: STATE 103235 

IN THIS AND FOLLOWING TELEGRAMS THE EMBASSY SUBMITS ITS 
RECOMMENDATIONS RESPONSIVE TO REFTEL. MATTERS PERTAINING 
TO VATICAN VISIT ALSO FOLLOW BY SEPTEL. 

1. PRESIDENT FORD'S VISIT COMES AT A TIME OF CONTINUING 

ITALIAN PREOCCUPATION WITH DOMESTIC PROBLEMS AND INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS. INTERNALLY. ITALIANS ARE WRESTLING WITH A 
RANGE OF ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, WITH A FAIR DEGREE OF SUCCESS. 
POLITICALLY, THEY ARE FOCUSED ON THE UPCOMING (JUNE 15) 

ELECTIONS WHICH, ALTHOUGH REGIONAL AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE IN 
SCOPE, WILL BE VIEWED AS AN IMPORTANT INDICATOR OF MAJOR 
POLITICAL TRENDS AND AS A POSSIBLE HARBINGER OF ANOTHER MAJOR 
GOVERNMENTAL RE-SHUFFLE. INTERNATIONALLY, THE ITALIANS ARE 
INCREASINGLY CONCERNED WITH POLITICAL TURBULENCE THROUGHOUT 
THE MEDITERRANEAN, AND HAVE SOME DOUBTS AS TO THE VALIDITY OF 
AMERICAN SECURITY COMMITMENTS IN EUROPE. 

2. THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF THE PRESIDENTIAL VISIT WHOULD BE 
TO REAFFIRM, ON THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT: 

THE STRENGTH AND RELIABILITY OF THE CONTINUING AMERICAN 
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OUR INTENTION TO HELP STABILIZE THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA BY 
WORKING FOR NEGOTIATED AND DURABLE SETTLEMENTS IN THE 
ARAB-ISRAEL AND CYPRUS PROBLEMS; AND 

OUR INTENTION TO PURSUE DETENTE, WORKING WITH AND FROM A 
STRONG AND COHESIVE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. 

3. ON THE DOMESTIC SCENE, OUR OBJECTIVE SHOULD BE TO: 

EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO STABLE AND DEMO- 
CRATIC GOVERNMENT IN ITALY; 

EVIDENCE OUR ADMIRATION FOR THE EFFECTIVE, FORTHRIGHT AND 
NON/DISCRIMINATORY MEASURES ITALY HAS TAKEN TO MEET 
THE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS WHICH CONFRONT IT AS A RESULT 
OF HIGH ENERGY PRICES. 

4. TO THESE ENDS, WE SHOULD BE AS FORTHCOMING AS POSSIBLE 
WITH THE ITALIAN LEADERSHIP, ACKNOWLEDGING ITALY'S CONTRI 
BUTIONS TO THE ALLIANCE AND RECOGNIZING ITS PARTICULAXR EXTERNAL 
SECURITY CONCERNS AND DOMESTIC POLITICAL PREOCCUPATIONS. WE 
SHOULD NOT ONLY BE PREPARED TO OFFER XOUR FRANK ASSESSMENTS, 

BUT ALSO SOLICIT ITALIAN VIEWS, ON: 

NATO AFTER THE MAY SUMMIT; 

THE DEVELOPING SITUATION IN PORTUGAL; 

THE POST-FRANCO SCENE IN SPAIN, INCLUDING THE RELEVANCE OF 
A SPANISH-NATO LINK TO THE PROCESS OF DEMOCRATIC 
TRANSITION THERE; 

THE PROGNOSIS FOR THE ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUE IN THE LIGHT OF 
THE RECENT MEETING WITH SADAT; AND 

DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING RESOLUTION OF THE CYPRUS ISSUE. 

5. TIME PERMITTING, WE SHOULD BE PREPARED TO SHARE OUR VIEWS 
ON DETENTE, SPECIFICALLY ON THE COURSE OF SALT, MBFR, AND CSCE 
NEGOTIATIONS. IN THIS CONTEXT WE SHOULD CONGRATULATE THE 
ITALIANS FOR THEIXR RECENT RATIFICATION OF THE NON-PROLIFERATION 
TREATY, AND STRESS THE IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO ITALIAN 
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ASSUMPTION OF THE EC PRESIDENCY (THIS JULY). 

6. AT THE SAME TIME WE SHOULD SET FORTH OUR CONCERNS WITH 
CERTAIN SUBJECTS SENSITIVE IN ITALY: 

IT IS OF COURSE FOR THE ITALIANS TO MAKE THEIR OWN 
DECISIONS REGARDING THEIR GOVERNANCE. HOWEVER, WE 
CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION IN 
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THE AREA OF GOVERNMENT WOULD CREATE MAJOR POLITICAL, 
ECONOMIC AND SECURITY PROBLEMS INJURIOUS NOT ONLY TO 
ITALY ITSELF BUT TO THE WESTERN ALLIANCE IN GENERAL. 

THE UNITED STAXTES IS OFTEN IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE FIGHT 
FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE, WORKING EITHER WITHIN THE 
NATO OR, WHEN NECESSARY, BILATERALLY. IN AT LEAST 
SOME PAST INSTANCES, NATO SOLIDARITY HAS NOT BEEN 
TRANSLATED FROM THE RHETORIC TO SPECIFIC SUPPORTIVE 
ACTION (E.G., PLO AND PRG REPRESENTATION IN INTER- 
NATIONAL BODIES). 

DETENTE HAS TO DATE BEEN FAIRLY SUCCESSFUL IN REDUCING 
THE RISKS OF NUCLEAR WAR, AND IN MOVING POLITICAL/ 
ECONOMIC CONTENTION TO THE IDEOLOGICAL PLANE. 
HOWEVER, IF DEMOCRACY IS TO WIN OUT, DETENTE HAS 
MADE IT ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT FOR OUR SOCIETIES 
TO MOVE RAPIDLY AND EFFECTIVELY IN SUPPORT OF 
MOXDERATION AND IN DEFIANCE OF TOTALITARIANISM OF 
THE LEFT (AS MAY NOW THREATEN IN PORTUGAL)/, OR OF 
THE RIGHT. PASSIVITY WILL ONLY ENCLURAGE COMMUNIST 
ACTIVITY IN POLITICAL PARTIES, LABOR UNIONS PRESS, 

RADIO AND TV. VOLPE 
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